*    The Tartar Invasion    *
An official account of what had taken place on the
frontier became available within a week of the Chap-
lain's report. The first batch of fugitives from the battle
arrived by boat. Chang Hsien Ch'ung examined them
at length and from their often contradictory statements
compiled a narrative of events which he placed before
the King. This document showed that Anantapyissi
and Rantapyissi on reaching the border took up a
strong position behind the stockade of a town called
Ngahsaung-gyan. Thereafter, hearing that the Tartar
army consisted only of twelve thousand mounted ar-
chers, they left the shelter of their entrenchments and
sought to attack, instead of waiting to be attacked. The
Tartars retired until they had enticed the Burmese on to
ground favourable to cavalry, namely an open plain
fringed with forest. At first the day went well for the
Burmese. The elephantry, led by Anantapyissi, advanced
in a solid wedge masking the foot, with cavalry sup-
porting them on the two wings. This moving wall of
great beasts alarmed the Tartar horses, which had
never seen or smelt elephants before. They shied and
bolted, making it impossible for their riders to man-
oeuvre with precision. Perceiving that the usual tactic
of swoop and encirclement would have to be aban-
doned, the Tartars dismounted in the forest, to the
trees of which they tied thek horses. Emerging from
the wood on foot, while the elephants were still on the
great plain, they disposed themselves in a series of
lines, one behind the other, with intervals of fifty
yards. As the elephants advanced they came within
bowshot of the first line, before the men in their turrets
could range on their opponents. In result, the Burmese
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